Mike Shibinski (SST 13)
Franklin B. Walter – Outstanding Educator Award Winner
According to Dr. Gary Pack, Superintendent of Princeton City School District, near Cincinnati, “Mike Shibinski is a tremendous teacher, who takes time to build relationships with his students and the Princeton High School staff.  He is passionate about his work…and compassionate with people.  Mike doesn’t see color, gender, disability or giftedness: He sees students…for whom he can provide an outstanding experience.”
As a nominator, the mother of Tino, a young man with Down syndrome, related how important Shibinski had been to her son.  It seems Tino refused to eat healthy food and, as a teenager, had settled into a life with little or no exercise.  The mother worried because Tino was developing medical conditions, as a result of his bad habits.  She went looking for help.  Shibinski, as Princeton’s Strength and Conditioning Coach, Phys. Ed. and Health Instructor, and Varsity Football Coach, was just what the “doctor” ordered.

Kids like Tino did not participate in the after-school weight training activities, but “Mr. Shibinski” soon changed that.  Shibinski knew that Tino loved Superman and Superman’s muscles, and used that as motivation to change Tino’s habits.  Shibinski, a general educator, became an unofficial mentor to Tino, encouraging him to change his habits…and to be a football team manager.  Working closely with Tino’s doctors and even attending IEP meetings, to help staff understand Tino’s needs, Shibinski started a process.  Tino now has his own set of Superman muscles and high expectations to be strong and healthy.  He also has confidence…confidence to do anything…because Mike Shibinski showed him he could.
Dr. Pack says, “Mike Shibinski has been outstanding…has made the high school transition seamless for all students, including students with disabilities.  He is truly one of the best!”  The parent nominator says, “Mike had expectations for Tino, even higher than mine…that’s a miracle!”  Shibinski’s colleague nominator says, “Mike Shibinski is an outstanding teacher, coach and friend.”  
